
1

Nippon Kayaku was founded in 1916 as Nihon Kayaku Seizou Co., Ltd., the first manufacturer of industrial 

explosives in Japan. In 1943, this company merged with Teikoku Senryo Seizou Co., Ltd. and Yamakawa 

Seiyaku Co., Ltd., and in 1945 the corporate name was changed to Nippon Kayaku Co., Ltd. From the fusion 

of explosive, dye, pharmaceutical, and other fine chemical technologies, the company has rapidly pioneered 

numerous new fields of technology. At present, Nippon Kayaku operates in three primary business areas. These 

are the functional chemicals business, which is based on dye and resin technology and provides products in 

the environment and energy conservation field; the pharmaceuticals business, which is centered on anti-cancer 

drugs; and the safety systems business, which is working to improve safety in our automobile society through 

airbags and other components that utilize applied explosive technologies. Nippon Kayaku is utilizing global 

“sukima” ideas—targeting global niche markets and making ideas into reality—while challenging ourselves to 

develop creative new products and new business areas.
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